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A word from
the president
E

Europe can no longer be seen as
a unifying project: it is increasingly
challenged and experiences the
rise of populist, xenophobic and
reactionary movements on its soil. These
developments are deeply worrying
for those who are committed to the
protection of human rights and who
work to make Europe a secular and safe
place for all.
In the face of austerity measures and
economic crisis, we have witnessed the
erosion of progressive values throughout
Europe and the weakening of the rule
of law in several EU Member States.
Extremism and social conservatism are
gaining ground elections after elections
and seriously threaten the values we
defend: freedom of religion or beliefs,
freedom of expression, gender equality,
sexual and reproductive rights, dying in
dignity and minorities’ rights.
Moreover, aggressive attacks led by
anti-choice groups have multiplied in
several EU countries and in the corridors
of European institutions, with several
successes over the past few years. This
has convinced the EHF of the paramount
importance of its advocacy action and
of the need to enlarge alliances to
counter the work of reactionary forces.

Pierre Galand

EHF is grateful to its members, staff and
Executive Board for their support and for
the time and energy they dedicated
to strengthening EHF’s capacities and
furthering EHF’s objectives.
I am aware that humanists’ task at
home is enormous: raising awareness on
humanism, providing humanist services,
fighting for social progress, opposing
religious extremists, campaigning for
non-believers’ rights and so much more.
I am very much aware of the diversity of
our movement but I would like to invite
everyone to join forces and reinforce
EHF capacities and future action at the
European level.
Together, let’s make 2015 even better
than 2014!
Pierre Galand
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EHF mission
and objectives
The European Humanist Federation (EHF) was set up in 1991, and unites over
60 humanist/secularist organisations from around 20 European countries.
Operating out of Brussels, the EHF promotes a secular Europe, and therefore
opposes religious extremism within European boundaries. The EHF is also
strongly committed to democracy, human rights and defending European
equality legislation.

T

The EHF aims to :

■ Achieve the separation between religion
and the State throughout Europe, and
at the European Union level,
■ Defend freedom of religion or belief,
which includes the right not to have any
religious beliefs, as well as the right to
change one’s beliefs,
■ Defend freedom of thought and
expression and oppose laws prohibiting
“blasphemy” or “religious insults”
■ Promote non-discrimination on all
grounds
(e.g.
gender,
ethnicity,
nationality, religion or belief, disability,
age, sexual orientation, etc.),
■ Support
women’s
sexual
and
reproductive health and rights and the
rights of LGBTI1 people,
■ Increase the presence of humanists at
the European and international levels.
■ Strengthen the humanist network
throughout Europe.
What the EHF does :
■ Proposes European and international
policy change when humanist values
are at stake, using its ethical, legal,
political and scientific expertise,
1 Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersexual

Where is the EHF active ?
➤ Official partner of EU institutions in their
dialogue with churches and non-confessionnal
organisations (Article 17 TFEU)
➤ Consultant to the EU Council, Commission,
Parliament, and the European External Action
Service
➤ Member of the Advisory Board of the European
Parliament Platform for Secularism in Politics
➤ Member of the EU Fundamental Rights Agency
➤ Collaborates with the Council of Europe
(Committee of Ministers, PACE and INGOS)
➤ Accredited to the Organization for Security
and Co-operation in Europe ODIHR (Human
Dimension Implementation Meeting)
➤ Special consultative status in the Economic
and Social Council of the United Nations.
■ Promotes individual freedom and
opposes the influence of religious
conservatism on European policies,
■ Works with a large network of
associations, including progressive
religious organisations which share
the same values,
■ Supports its 61 members organisations.
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Defending the rights
of non-believers
& freedom
of expression
T

The EHF is deeply committed to the
promotion and protection of freedom
of religion or belief (FoRB) insofar as it
does not unduly impinge on the rights of
others. For the EHF for instance, freedom
of religion cannot be used as an excuse
to discriminate. Likewise, freedom of

expression is a fundamental right. It can
be limited under certain circumstances
but not to defend religions per se, as
religions hold no rights. Therefore, the
EHF opposes blasphemy laws in Europe
and worldwide.

© EHF, 2015
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“End Blasphemy Laws”:
Humanist Campaign
for freedom of expression
worldwide
I

In the wake of the Charlie Hebdo attacks
in Paris, the EHF and the International
Humanist and Ethical Union (IHEU) jointly
launched an international campaign to
request the removal of blasphemy laws
worldwide (see www.end-blasphemylaws.org). The core aim behind the
campaign is to advocate for the
principle that no one can claim the right
to have their belief or idea protected
from criticism or satire, especially at
the expense of the right to freedom of
speech.

More specifically, this campaigns aims
to :
■ Raise awareness of the scope,
prevalence, and (in several countries)
the extreme severity of “blasphemy”
laws,
■ Provide research, resources and support
for campaigners,
■ Enable national NGOs and individual
activists, including human rights groups,
free expression advocates, and religious
and secularist groups, to campaign for
repeal domestically,
freedom
of
expression
■ Defend
and oppose "blasphemy" laws at
international fora.

2. See “Europe” section on www.end-blasphemy-laws.org

END BLASPHEMY LAWS CAMPAIGN
Advocating for the principle that no one can
claim the right to have their beliefs or ideas
protected from criticism or satire

The EHF has provided resources and
expertise about various European
countries where “blasphemy” or
“religious insult” are still condemned
and
penalized2.
Even
though
‘blasphemy’ laws are rarely enforced
in Europe (with the exception of
Greece) they often deter people
from exercising their right to freedom
of expression and are also used by
some to legitimate harsher laws
elsewhere.
The expertise provided by the EHF,
IHEU and other national organisations
formed the basis of our campaign
to raise European decision makers’
awareness of the consequences of
the persistence of these laws.
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The
project
rapidly
gained supporters and
is now backed by the
International
Coalition
Against
Blasphemy
Laws, which is made up
of various transnational
federations,
national
NGOs
and
other
supporting members.
The EHF highlighted this
campaign and raised
the “blasphemy” issue
on several occasions at
© IHEU, 2014
the EU level, such as in our meetings
with the Italian and Latvian EU Council
Presidencies, the European Commission,
the European External Action Service
and the Organization for Security
and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE).
We also contributed to a meeting of
the European Parliament Platform for
Secularism in Politics on “Freedom of
Speech : The Right To Blasphemy". In
all our interventions, we recalled the
European Court of Human Rights’
legislation on freedom of expression
and urged EU leaders to remove
blasphemy and religious insult laws from
within Europe, as they are demonstrably
inconsistent with human rights standards.
We also highlighted recent instances
of people being imprisoned or even
sentenced to death for criticizing what
is considered sacred and urged EU
institutions to speak out.

Ò
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Calling for a Change
to EU Foreign Policy
in Order to Protect the Rights
of Non-Believers Worldwide
W

With the adoption of the EU Guidelines
on Freedom of Religion or Belief (FoRB)
in 2013, the EU committed itself to
protecting and defending the rights of
believers and non-believers worldwide.
However, the EU has been more
interested in condemning violations of
the rights of religious minorities rather than
protesting violations of non-believers’
rights. This year, the EHF specifically
highlighted two cases of FoRB violations
at the European Parliament : Cheikh
Ould M’Kheitir (sentenced to death for
apostasy in Mauritania) and Raif Badawi

(sentenced to prison and 1.000 lashes
for promoting freedom of conscience
in Saudi Arabia) and asked members of
the European Parliament (MEPs) to take
a stand against their sentences3. We
also created new contacts within the
European Parliament Working Group
on Freedom of Religion or Belief, which
resulted in its direct call4 on the EU High
Representative for Foreign Affairs to
focus more on the rights of non-believers
in the future.

Blasphemy laws worldwide
© IHEU, 2015
3. It ended up in the adoption of a resolution which was boycotted by
the European People’s Party, the main conservative right-wing party
at the EP. European Parliament resolution of 12 February 2015 on the
case of Mr Raif Badawi, Saudi Arabia (2015/2550(RSP))
4. Letter to High Representative/Vice President Federica Mogherini about
non-religious believers – See more at: http://www.religiousfreedom.
eu/our-work/letters/#sthash.2PnEF7pv.dpuf
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Mobilising
for women’s rights

L

Like 2013, 2014 was a difficult year for
women’s rights in Europe. Aggressive
religious campaigns which aimed at
undermining women’s rights, specifically
their sexual and reproductive health
rights (SRHR), were prevalent in the
European Parliament.

some valuating the benefits of tradition
and social conservatism at the expense
of human beings’ freedoms and health.
The EHF successfully mobilised alongside
other EU umbrella NGOs to counter
these threats and secure the inclusion of
these rights in EU legislation.

Unfortunately, the protection of the
SRHR of boys, girls, men, and women is
not yet recognized by all as an absolute
necessity. Worse it is still combated by

© EHF, 2015
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Sexual and Reproductive Rights
at Stake in EU’s Position
on Global Development Agenda

W

With the expiration of the Millenium
Development Goals in 2015, the
international
community
discussed
what the next set of priorities should be
for the Post-2015 Development Agenda.
The European Parliament adopted a
resolution5 on the issue in November
2014, and agreed on a wide range of
development priorities. Besides the ones
which everyone agree on (i.e. poverty

WOMEN’S RIGHTS
The EHF joined forces with
women’s
rights
NGOs
in
convincing MEPs to support the
inclusion of sexual rights in the
Post-2015 Development Agenda

eradication, food security, disaster-risk
eradication) women’s rights, and more
specifically, SRHR, were unsurprisingly
at the heart of intense negotiations
between different political groups and
the subject of aggressive lobbying from
anti-human rights NGOs. The EHF joined
forces with women’s rights organisations
in convincing MEPs and political groups’
advisors to support the inclusion of these
rights in the European Parliament’s final
resolution. MEPs eventually recognised
women’s sexual and reproductive
health as a fundamental right in need
of protection worldwide, including the
provision of access to family planning
services for women and girls. Beyond
SRHR, MEPs recognised the central
role of women and girls in furthering
development and the disastrous
consequences of their limited access to
healthcare services.

© Julie Pernet, 2014

5. European Parliament resolution of 25 November 2014 on the EU and
the global development framework after 2015 (2014/2143(INI))
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Report on Equality Between Women
and Men in the EU

Ò

T

The campaigns led by anti-human
rights organisations targeted another
European Parliament resolution this
year : the Report on Equality between
Women and Men in the EU (2013),
authored by MEP Marc Tarabella. The
report addressed the persistent and
increasing gender inequality in the EU
and proposed a variety of actions on a
wide range of issues such as : developing
childcare
facilities,
combating
stereotypes which negatively affect
female employment, reducing gender
pay and pension gaps, establishing
paid paternity leave to enable men to
achieve a better work-life balance, and
improving men and women’s access
to healthcare services (e.g. family
planning, contraception, counselling
and information, antenatal, postnatal
and delivery care, health care for infants
and treatment for sexually transmitted
infections).
Several anti-human rights organisations
– such as CitizenGo and FAFCE –
attempted to persuade MEPs to oppose
the report, arguing that SRHR should fall
solely under the remit of the domestic
policy of the EU Member States. These
are the same organisations that
regularly equate abortion with murder,
homosexuality with pedophilia, and sex
education with collective masturbation.
These are the same organisations which
threatened MEP Edite Estrela because
of her Report on SRHR in 2013, and MEP
Ulrike Lunacek for her Report on the EU
strategy against homophobia in 2014
(see our 2013 annual report for more
information).
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Together with partner organisations and
progressive MEPs, the EHF strategically
lobbied moderate right-wing MEPs
and issued a joint call with partner
organisations6 to ensure that the report’s
proposals would be adopted, including
the recommendation to improve
women’s access to healthcare services.
Despite the proliferation of numerous
falsehoods
and
the
emotional
manipulation from extremist religious
groups, MEPs decided in March 2015 to
adopt the report’s recommendations,
and committed to further actions to
improve gender equality. A majority
of MEPs also stated that women have
the right to control over their bodies,
including rights over their sexual and
reproductive health, which in turn
includes access to contraception and
abortion. This was a very positive move
after the EP’s recent failures to adopt a
progressive stand on this issue.

ABORTION RIGHT
The EHF strategically lobbied
moderate right-wing MEPs to
ensure that access to abortion
would be recognised as a
fundamental
right
by
the
European Parliament

6. http://humanistfederation.eu/news-fhe.php?pages=equalitybetween-women-and-men-in-the-eu-let-s-move-forward-

5

Opposing extremist
religious activism
E

Extremist religious lobbies have become
very active at the EU level. They
have adopted new strategies, often
presenting themselves misleadingly
as “human rights” activists, hijacking
humanist principles (e.g. “human
dignity”, “freedom of religion or belief”,
“conscientious
objection”,
“nondiscrimination”, etc.) for their own ends.
During the course of 2014, the EHF
has broadened and strengthened its
alliances with sympathetic MEPs and
human rights NGOs, in order to execute
a coordinated response to these
attacks.

Cross-Sector Alliance
and Mobilization
I

In 2014, the EHF continued to work
closely with the International Lesbian
and Gay Association (ILGA) – Europe,
the
European
Parliament’s
LGBT
Intergroup, Catholics for Choice (CFC),
the International Planned Parenthood
Federation – European Network (IPPFEN), the European Parliamentary Forum
on Population and Development (EPF)

and the European Women Lobby (EWL)
to counter extremist religious activism in
the EU. This collaboration has led to the
aforementioned increased mobilisation
on key votes at the European Parliament,
the presentation of joint statements, and
regular meetings to share experiences,
resources and expertise.

11
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EHF Research on Anti-Human Rights
Groups Active at the EU Level

Ò

T

This year, the EHF carried out a research
on extremist religious groups active
within EU institutions in collaboration with
the European Parliamentary Forum (EPF).
The objective of this research was first
to gather information on these groups
– which often present themselves in a
very deceptive way –and then reveal
who they really are and what they really
aim at. Many human-rights activists
have encountered these organisations
while working to promote progressive
human rights legislation and the legal
protection of additional rights at the
European level. This pool of information
also aims at facilitating the work of likeminded organisations in identifying key
anti-human rights actors. Results of the
research are available on our website.

© Julie Pernet, 2015
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Increasing ehf’s
presence
and advocacy work
D

Due to the European elections and
internal
reorganisation
within
EU
institutions, the EHF was not formally
received by the Presidents of the EU
Commission, Parliament, and Council
this year. However, we had several
meetings with EU leaders which gave us
the opportunity to share our concerns
on issues of common interest. We also
continued to reinforce our presence at
the OSCE and the Council of Europe.

13
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Meeting with the Italian
Council Presidency

Ò

I

In July 2014, Italy took over the rotating
Presidency of the EU Council of
Ministers. On 26 September 2014, the
EHF met Italian Undersecretary of State
Senator Benedetto Della Vedova in
Rome in the framework of the Italian
Council Presidency. Representatives
from EHF member organisations the
Coordinamento
Nazionale
delle
Consulte per la Laicità delle Istituzioni and
the Unione degli Atei e degli Agnostici
Razionalisti also joined the meeting as
part of the humanist delegation.
Our recommendations focused on
three main areas, where we suggested
the EU should stop enforcing double
standards and strengthen its defense
of fundamental rights. These were:
freedom of expression in relation to
freedom of religion or belief, equal
treatment and non-discrimination on all
grounds, and human rights and the rule
of law.

Given that Italy also falls short of fully
respecting freedom of religion or belief,
human rights and non-discrimination,
domestic issues were also discussed,
such as the relationship between
the State and the Church (under the
Concordat), the otto per mille tax
system, and the secularism of the Italian
State (including the display of religious
symbols in public buildings). In relation
to equality issues, the EHF delegation
insisted on the introduction of civil
partnerships for both heterosexual and
same-sex couples and ultimately the
right to marry and adopt for all couples.
The EHF also raised choice-related
issues such as abortion, euthanasia
and education-related issues such as
religious classes in public school and sex
education. Our full recommendations
are available on our website.

Meeting with Latvian
Council Presidency
O

On 4 February 2015, the EHF met Latvian
Secretary for European Affairs Ms Inga
Skujina at Ministry for Foreign Affairs in
Riga. During the meeting, EHF President
Pierre Galand highlighted again the
double standards that exist between
EU internal and external human rights

14
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policies,
specifically
concerning
freedom of expression and blasphemy
laws. He raised several cases of FoRB
violations and urged the Presidency

Ò

to take action against inhumane
sentences, such as those sanctioned
against Cheikh Ould M’Kheitir and Raif
Badawi. Following this discussion, he
presented our new campaign which
aims to abolish blasphemy laws in
the EU and worldwide. Pierre Galand
also insisted on the need for Latvia to
strengthen its non-discrimination law
and legalise same-sex partnerships. Our
full recommendations are available on
our website.

Ms Inga Skujina and Mr Pierre Galand, Riga,
4 February 2015

Meeting with European
Commission Vice-President Frans
Timmermans
I

In March 2015, the EHF met European
Commission
First
Vice-President
Timmermans
to
discuss
amongst
other things the End Blasphemy Laws
campaign, the situation of fundamental
rights in Hungary and the inadequacy
of existing EU legal instruments. The

EHF delegation also addressed the
rise of conservative Christian lobbying
within Europe and its impact on LGBTI's
and women’s rights and the validity of
religious representatives on European
scientific and medical ethics boards.

15

Ò

Humanism on the Move – 2014

Joining the Civil Society
Europe project

Ò

I

In 2014, the EHF joined “Civil Society
Europe” (CSE), a newly created
European Coordination of Civil Society
Organisations, which aims at gathering
NGOs from different backgrounds
and influencing EU decisions. This
coordination was created in the
aftermath of the European Year of
Citizens and was designed to improve the
dialogue between the EU and its citizens
under Article 11 TEU7. It gathers over 40

NGOs which share the dual concerns
of promoting active and inclusive
European citizenship, and increasing
democracy and solidarity within the EU.
The EHF decided to join in order to share
experience and knowledge with likeminded organisations and to engage in
collective action within the EU.

EHF at the OSCE
O

On 30 September and 1st October 2014,
the EHF and the Centre d’Action Laïque
(CAL) attended the OSCE Human
Dimension Implementation Meeting
in Warsaw. The humanist delegation
addressed issues relating to freedom of
thought, conscience, religion or belief,
sexual and reproductive health, and
sex education, tolerance, and nondiscrimination.

16
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The EHF argued that the rights to freedom
of thought, conscience, and religion or
belief are rights granted to people, not
to their beliefs, and that non-violent
forms of contestation against a belief
(such as caricatures or protests) can in
no way be considered discriminatory.
It is merely exercising the fundamental
right to freedom of expression, and
doesn’t impinge on any fundamental

7. Article 11 : “1. The institutions shall, by appropriate means, give
citizens and representative associations the opportunity to make
known and publicly exchange their views in all areas of Union action.
2. The institutions shall maintain an open, transparent and regular
dialogue with representative associations and civil society. 3. The
European Commission shall carry out broad consultations with parties
concerned in order to ensure that the Union's actions are coherent
and transparent.”

rights of the holders of these beliefs. This
is why our delegation pleaded for the
removal of blasphemy laws in the OSCE
countries.
The EHF also presented the legal grounds
for freedom of thought, conscience,
and religion or belief, and their violations
in OSCE states. Freedom of religion
or belief applies to a wide variety of
beliefs, and not just those of predefined
“classical” religions. Despite this, the
right to free thought of those with no
religion is, by many, either forgotten or
knowingly violated. We therefore urged
all OSCE members to fully honour their
commitments to freedom of religion
or belief, and ensure their citizens can
freely practice and express their beliefs
without fear of reprisal.

EHF speaks at OSCE HDIM meeting
in Warsaw, 2014.

EHF at the Council of Europe
T

The EHF contributes to the work of
the Council of Europe (CoE) via the
International Humanist and Ethical
Union (at the INGOs group and the
Parliamentary Assembly,) but also on
its own behalf (at the Committee of
Ministers and the Lisbon Forum). In
each of these political arenas, the EHF
championed
progressive
humanist
policies and opposed extremist ones
and challenged the influence of
religious dogma on the work of the CoE.

Over the last few years we have
been asked by Council officials to
play a growing part in intercultural
dialogue
meetings,
which
bring
together diplomats, representatives
of religions and beliefs, and officials
from the Council of Europe and the
host nation. The EHF was part of the
humanist delegation (IHEU, CAL, British
Humanist Association, Humanist Union
of Greece) which attended the Council
of Europe’s 2014 ‘Intercultural Dialogue’

17
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COUNCIL OF EUROPE

in Baku, Azerbaijan. As part of the
panel discussing the contribution of
religious cultural heritage to intercultural
dialogue, EHF Vice-President Pavan
Dhaliwal outlined the danger of making
a fetish of faith when educating young
people, particularly at a time when
some young people were turning to
extremism because of the teaching of
one-sided, biased religious views. The
humanist delegation was the only group
to voice their concern in relation to the
human rights record of Azerbaijan who
was hosting the CoE meeting.
In 2014, the EHF also closely monitored
the work of the CoE Parliamentary
Assembly, in particular the report
of highly conservative MEP Valeriu
Ghiletchi, on “Tackling intolerance and
discrimination in Europe with a special
focus on Christianity”8. The original
version of the text had a clear religious
overtone and supported several
conservative religious requests in the

The EHF mobilised at the
Parliamentary Assembly to
balance
a
conservative
resolution on the supposed
“Discriminations“
against
Christians in Europe

areas of education and healthcare. The
EHF jointly mobilised with the IHEU, EPF,
ILGA Europe, and progressive MPs to
balance the first version of the resolution
by highlighting the importance of the
rights of non-believers, the rights of
children in education and the rights of
women to have access to healthcare
services where legal. The majority of MPs
were convinced by our arguments and
agreed with our proposals.
Alongside this work, the EHF applied
to receive participatory status at the
Council of Europe, with the objective
of increasing the visibility and political
weight of the humanist delegation at
the CoE.

EHF at the United Nations
O

Our efforts to mobilise several EU Foreign
Ministers eventually paid off, and
our application to the UN was finally
accepted, having been blocked by
some countries for several years. The
EHF therefore officially received the
consultative status which will enable us
to engage with the Economic and Social

18
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Committee (ECOSOC) and its subsidiary
bodies, as well as with the United
Nations Secretariat, programmes, funds
and agencies. This will allow us to speak
alongside the IHEU at the Human Rights
Council in Geneva, and hence enlarge
the humanist influence at the UN level.

8. Resolution 2036 (2015)1 Provisional version Tackling intolerance and
discrimination in Europe with a special focus on Christians

7

Strengthening
the humanist
network
A

Alongside our lobbying work, we also
made an effort to reinforce the EHF
network by : reaching out to new
humanist activists and organisations in
Europe, encouraging the creation of
new links between our existing members
and improving the links between our
members and the Brussels office.

© Julie Pernet, 2014

19

Ò

Humanism on the Move – 2014

EHF 2014
General Assembly

Ò

T

The EHF held its General Assembly and
annual conference in Brussels on 09 and
10 May 2014. These two days of fruitful
discussion provided the opportunity
to gather representatives of humanist
organisations from all over Europe.
Alongside regular GA business, the
participants were able to engage in
deep discussions in working groups
on issues of common interest, such as :
dying in dignity, humanist ceremonies,
the rise of populisms and extremisms in
Europe, and the creation of a secularity
index.

and Bruno Selun, Secretary of the
European Parliament’s Intergroup on
LGBT rights – gave an exciting insight
into EU politics and the work of extremist
religious lobbies active at the EU level.
Against a backdrop of rising support for
extremist political and religious agenda,
increasing intolerance, and attacks on
those who stand up for diversity and
freedom of choice, the EHF President
and the other panelists called for a
strengthened relationship between
humanist groups and other progressive
organisations.

On Saturday 10th, Yvan Mayeur, Mayor
of the city of Brussels, welcomed
around 100 participants to the beautiful
Brussels City Hall for the conference on
“Humanists and the challenge of rising
extremisms in Europe”. An excellent
panel – composed of Neil Datta,
Secretary of the European Parliamentary
Forum on Population and Development,
Eef Wuyts, Manager of International
Advocacy at IPPF European Network,

EHF conference, Brussels, 10 May 2014.

EHF General Assembly, Brussels, 9 May 2014
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Report from the Working Groups :
New Policy on Euthanasia
and the Secularity Index Project
T

Two of the working groups set up at the
2014 EHF General Assembly continued
their efforts, and presented concrete
proposals for the next EHF actions and
projects. The working group on voluntary
euthanasia and assisted dying reviewed
in depth the EHF’s position on the topic,
and proposed a new comprehensive
policy, which is available on the EHF
website9. The working group also
handed out a useful and informative
paper on existing legislation in Europe
as a resource to be used by activists in
their countries.

The group working on the creation of a
Secularity Index in Europe also pursued
its work this year to look at the criteria
and methods to be used in such an
index, but also at methods and costs of
developing and using the index in the
longer term. The provisional conclusion
was that the Secularity Index is feasible
in practice. The group developed
a draft of a Secularity Index after a
meeting in Rome, in December 2014.
The short-term goal is to trial an Index
with volunteer Member organisations in
2015/2016.

Reaching Out to New Member
Organisations and Strengthening
Existing Relationships
I

In 2014, the EHF was pleased to
welcome ETHOS - a new member
organisation from Slovakia. After the
General Assembly, we were also active
in trying to get new members in Europe
and reinforcing our links with existing
members. On 09 and 10 June 2014, the
EHF President went to Moscow to meet

9. http://humanistfederation.eu/our-position.php?page=humanrights#Euthanasia

EHF members, the Atheistic Society of
Moscow, the Russian Humanist Society,
and the Good Sense Foundation. The
visit provided the opportunity to discuss
the challenges faced by humanists
and atheists in Russia, and to set up
regular contact with Russian humanist
organisations.
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In October 2014, EHF staff visited the
Fundación Ferrer Guardia in Barcelona,
and the Polish Rationalist Association
in Warsaw to explore the possibility of
EHF membership. We are pleased that
a strong interest in the work of the EHF
and potential membership came out of
these fruitful discussions. Humanists and
free-thinkers from Finland also got closer
from the EHF with the visit of EHF VicePresident Staffan Gunnarson this year.
In 2014, the EHF President and staff also
joined several of members’ events to
raise people’s awareness of the need to

mobilise at European level. These were:
Ligue de l’Enseignement’s conference
on secularism and women’s rights
in Europe (France, November 2014)
and the Humanistischer Verband
Deutschland’s
on
migration
and
populism in Europe (Turkey, May 2015).

Supporting Humanist Organisations
in Eastern Europe
W

With the IHEU, CAL, DeMens.nu (BE) and
the Norwegian Humanist Association
(NO), the EHF actively supported and
sponsored the organisation of the
Humanist East European Conference,
jointly organised by the International
Humanist and Ethical Youth Organisation
and the Romanian Humanist Association.
This meeting, held on 24, 25 and 26
April 2015, aimed at networking and
providing training and support to young
humanists working and volunteering in
Eastern Europe, by holding workshops
on leadership, advocacy and social
media. The EHF staff contributed to the
workshop “public policies” by discussing
how young humanists could influence
national and European policies.
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Julie Pernet, Humanist East European
Conference, Bucharest, 26 April 2015.
© EHF
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Strengthening our Relationships
with the International Humanist
and Ethical Union
O

Over the year, the EHF reinforced its links
with the IHEU, and actively contributed
to the Oxford World Humanist Congress
on Freedom of thought and expression
hosted
by
the
British
Humanist
Association on 8-10 August 2014. From
Uganda to Bangladesh, New-Zealand
to Norway and Brazil to India, around
1.000 humanists gathered to hear
about the threats that non-religious
people face for simply expressing their
views in public. The EHF participated
in two panels dedicated to “Freedom
of expression” and “Humanism in

World Humanist Congress-Plenary,
Oxford, August 2014.
© BHA
politics”. Among other points, we called
humanists to mobilise to ensure that
policy decisions are made on the basis
of shared principles everyone can agree
with, and that elected representatives
actively push for legislation which
guarantees new freedoms. In response
to the increasing tendency of extremist
religious organisations to disingenuously
present themselves as human rights
activists, the EHF urged humanists to
regain control over their own values
and principles – such as human dignity,
protection of life and the family, and
non-discrimination – which are being
hijacked by these anti-human rights
groups.

Julie Pernet,
Oxford Congress,
August 2014.
© BHA

Pierre-Arnaud Perrouty,
Oxford Congress,
August 2014.
© BHA
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Increasing EHF’s visibility
on social media

Ò

I

In 2014, we continued our efforts to
improve the EHF’s presence on social
media (our Facebook page reached
more than 5.500 followers and our
twitter account is now followed by more
than 1.400 users). We also tried to make
the work of our members easier with the
creation of a cloud on the web where
resources can be shared between
interested parties.
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8

Finances

T

The EHF is largely dependent on the
income generated by membership fees,
and can count on an income of around
€ 30. 000. The EHF’s operating costs are
limited thanks to the support of the CAL
(BE) which provides offices and logistics
support, and pays for the 3 permanent
members of staff. The overall value
of the CAL’s contribution to the EHF is
estimated at € 185. 000 per year.
Thus the majority of the EHF’s funds are
allocated to :

■ EHF interventions, such as those
at the EU parliament, EU Council
Presidencies, Fundamental Rights
Agency, Council of Europe, OSCE,
etc.
■ The coordination of the EHF network,
such as the General Assemblies,
working groups, European Humanist
Youth Days, etc.
■ The organisation of public events
(conferences, demonstrations, etc.)
■ Communication (website, leaflets,
etc.)
At the end of 2014, our accounts had a
positive balance of € 7. 757,24. This year,
the EHF received a substantial donation
of $ 10. 000 from Catholics for Choice
(US), to be used for the EHF’s advocacy
work at the European Parliament. This is
of course an important symbolic gesture
for which we are very grateful.

In the long term, the EHF wishes
to broaden its scope of action,
strengthen its network, and increase
its visibility in the public sphere. In the
medium term, our priorities will be to :
■ Develop projects to raise citizens’
awareness on humanist core values
■ Expose the identity, work, and
strategies of extremist religious
activists to raise people’s awareness
on the need to mobilise and secure
fundamental rights
■ Develop
new
communication
strategies and tools
In order to fulfill these objectives, the
EHF needs to increase and diversify its
resources. We therefore encourage
Member Organisations and potential
partners who share our concerns to
consider supporting our organisation.
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Our members

T

The EHF has member organisations
throughout Europe. Some have been
created fairly recently, while others
are over two centuries old. There are
federations comprised of millions of
members, and local groups with only
a few dozen. Some work at grass
roots level dealing with social issues,
humanist
ceremonies,
counselling,
leisure activities, and education, and
others are more interested in reflection,
personal fulfilment or philosophical

enquiry. Again, some are particularly
active in campaigning for a secular
state or to promote a non-religious
life stance. Many EHF members are
umbrella organisations with member
organisations of their own, that are not
necessarily directly affiliated to the EHF.

27

Ò

Humanism on the Move – 2014

List of members
EUROPE
European Humanist Professionals

MALTA
Malta Humanist Association

AUSTRIA
Freidenkerbund Österreichs

NETHERLANDS
Humanist Historical Center
Humanistisch Verbond
Humanistisch Vormingsonderwijs
Stichting HSHB

BELGIUM
CAVA - Centrum voor Vrijzinnig Humanistische Erfgoed
Centre d’Action Laïque
deMens.nu
Fédération Européenne des Maisons de la Laïcité
Humanistisch Vrijzinnige Vereniging
Raad voor Inspectie en Begeleiding niet-confessionele Zedenleer
Vrijzinnig Trefpunt
CROATIA
Center for Civil Courage
DENMARK
Ateistisk Selskab
Humanistisk Samfund
FINLAND
Humanist Union of Finland
Vapaa-ajattelijain liitto ry
FRANCE
Cercle Gaston-Crémieux
Egalité Laïcité Europe (EGALE)
La Ligue de l’Enseignement
Mouvement Europe et Laïcité
Union des Familles Laïques
Union Rationaliste
GERMANY
Bund Freireligiöser Gemeinden Deutschlands
Dachverband Freier Weltanschauungsgemeinschaften
Giordano Bruno Stiftung
Humanistischer Verband Deutschlands
GREECE
Atheist Union of Greece
Delphi Society
Humanist Union of Greece
ICELAND
Sidmennt
IRELAND
Humanist Association of Ireland
ITALY
Associazione del Libero Pensiero “Giordano Bruno”
Coordinamento Nazionale delle Consulte
per la Laicità delle Istituzioni
Unione degli Atei e degli Agnostici Razionalisti
LUXEMBOURG
Allianz vun Humanisten, Atheisten an Agnostiker Lëtzebuerg
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NORWAY
Human-Etisk Forbund
POLAND
Polish Humanist Association
Polish Rationalist Association
PORTUGAL
Humanismo Secular Portugal
ROMANIA
Romanian Humanist Association
Fundatia Centrul Pentru Constiinta Critica
Romanian Secular-Humanist Association
RUSSIA
Good Sense
Russian Humanist Society
SLOVAKIA
v
Etika Tolerancia Humanizmus Obcianstvo Sekularizmus
Prometheus Society of Slovakia
SPAIN
Europa Laica
Fundacion Ferrer i Guardia
SWEDEN
Humanisterna
SWITZERLAND
Freidenker-Vereinigung der Schweiz FVS/ASLP
UNITED KINGDOM
British Humanist Association
Central London Humanist Group
Conway Hall Ethical Society
Galha - LGBT Humanists
Humanist Society of Scotland
National Secular Society
North East Humanists
South West London Humanists
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Support us

I

In 2014, the EHF sought to promote
secularism in Europe and to defend
human rights, with a special focus on
freedom of religion and belief and
women's rights. In the coming years, we
intend to continue this work and launch
projects aimed at shining a light on the
anti-human rights organisations active in

the EU. Beyond Europe, we also intend
to promote our values at the United
Nations where it is urgent to strengthen
humanist and secular voices.
You too can play a role in the promotion
and defense of humanist values and
human rights, simply by supporting the
work of the EHF.

© Julie Pernet

Account number : BE36 6353 6029 0181
Swift : BNAGBE BB
Delta Lloyd Bank – Avenue de l'Astronomie 23 – B1210 Brussels – Belgium
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The European Humanist Federation is the largest
umbrella organisation of humanist associations in Europe,
promoting a secular Europe and fundamental rights,
defending equal treatment of everyone regardless of
religion or belief, and fighting religious conservatism and
privilege in Europe.

@EU_Humanists
www.facebook.com/European.Humanist.Federation
Campus de la Plaine of the Université Libre de Bruxelles CP 237
Boulevard de la Plaine
1050 Brussels
Belgium

